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To the KING. 


SIR; 
$$+S$SSHE Univerſities and Seminarics of Learning have fo 
$ T © _ and peculiar a ſhare in the happy es uence of 
Þ the publick peace and gow yur not only their flou - 
© 00+ Þ riſhing and increaſe, and your lite and being , haye 

ſuch a ſingular Dependance on the Supream Authoricy, 
that it cannot be juſtly either yanity or flattery when they endea- 
your to: make their Gratitude as-remarkableas their Adyantages 
and Obligation ; And we in-this _ do humbly offer to-your Me- 
jefty at this time, our moſt dutitul ſenſe and acknowledgments of the 
ſecurity, Peace, and Quiet we enjoy under the Wiſdom and Pater- 
nal cate of your Gracious and Happy Government. 

ItewasKing James the firſt of that name, 'that founded this Uni- 
yetfity the firſt in this Kingdom, and gave us thele priviledges and 
immunities , which have been continued and enlarged by hisRoy- . 
al Succefſors z And we find by the frequent and 11gnal ' marks ,of 
your Majeſties Princely care and concern for us, that. you inheric 
with the Crown and Dignity of your Anceſtors the affe&ion: they 
boreto this Univerſity : And as we refle& on this gracious Tract 
of the Royal Fayour to us , with the moſt grateful rgmhembrance; 
ſowe cannot but alſo glory, thar from the juſt notions ot our duty 
and happineſs we have ar all occalions, and in the face of what eyer 
hazards mantained an-immoveable and affeftionat Loyalty tothe 
Government and adheranceto the Royal Family. 

Whern by a happy providence this Nation was honored & refreſhed 
with denn» reſence,we chearfully concurred in the Laud.aud 
y Joy and Acclamations of all _ of people inthe _ 
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fl Aimiration of you r Vertues that were ſo eminent , that your 
Enemies no nxhiag-clſe were forced to make Objcfions of 
them-, anJ wich our moſt ardent and fiacere wiſhes, for your com- 
ingto the pzaceable paſſeſſi2n of the Throne and Empyre, to which 
( atcer your Royal Brother whom we eyer rem:mver wich due re- 
yerence ani ho1our) the Lyws of GOD, of Nature, and of theſe 
Kingdoms had eitibliſhe1 your Right. 7D | 
And we ow? the moſt- protonnd and thankful Revyerence to 
Heaven, which has been (o fayourablerothe wiſhes of honeſt hearts, 
that we havea Prince of th: Native and Royal Blood, to reign o- 
ver us, who has =_ the moſt ſincere and (olid demonſtrations of 
his love to thele Kinzdomz, by encounting the greatelt hazards for 
their Honour and Satety., who hath filled! the World with the 
great and immortal Fame of his ſingular Accompliſhments in all 
the As —_—_— concerns both of War and I'cace . who ſuc- 
ceeCing to thar Gentle Innate Goodneſs, which has been very re- 
markable in his predeceſſors of this Royal Family, and having got 
(while he went himſelf through the rougheſt and moſt hazardous 
conditions of a Subje&t) a moſt tender ſenſe and teeling of our in- 
firmities , does by the admirable cffc& of an incomparable Cle. 
mency , to whartloeyer offenders in principlesor praQices give the 
greateſt aſſurance of his being utterly ayerſe from the leaſt violence 
or ſeverity,cven to the worſt of hisEnemies,until it be extorred from 
his Royal Juſtice, and Magnanimity by obſtinate and inlufferable 
abuſes of his Benignity and Goodneſs ; ſo that we cannot fancie 
what more js, requiſite to the fyll and {olid happineſs of people , but 
our juſt end what we enjoy , and our. firm-relyance on your 
Majeſtics faithfulneſs and generoſity to preſerve it inviolable. 

And we are ſure that your Majeſtics loving Subjedts who in the 
eye ofthe World, and the midſt not only of the noiſe and clamour 
of your Enemies , but alſoof your own reaſonable expeQarions, 
praceably ſubmitted themlelyes to your juſt * me pe of your 
Crown, and Dominion , with ſolemn cxpreſhons of the. greateſt 
joy and fatisfaQion, will neyer be guilty of a Levity,, ſo abſurdly 
incon({-quential to ſuffer themſelves to be diverted from their love 
and obedience , until they haye ſhaken off all Tyes and Principles 
as well of Honour as of Duty. 

't he ſad expericuce of our late Miſerics and conyulſions has.left 


us. 


ns {ufficient marks and tablets what rocksto ſhune , and has (o 
diſgraced the Artifice and Deluſion of fears and jcaloulics, that rill 
we have loſt our Memories with our Judgements , it cannot be ex- 
- pected that the moſt Vulgar credulicy can be wrought by that im- 
. poſture. Theſe alone were the noyſome Vapcurs raited by wick- 
edneſs and ambition ; and gathered into theie clouds which dark- 
ned the Wiſdom and Glory of theſe Kingdoms, and ended' in thac 
- fatal and dreadful ſtorm, which broughi upon us all the heayy dif- 
mal calamities of Blood 8,Confuſion. The pretended Fears of Ar- 
. bitrary Government made us fight ourſelves Slaves to Arbitrary 
violence and oppreſſion, jealouſies created by malice, or blind and 
ſick imaginations of the hazard and change of Religion , produced 
the higheſt contempt of all that is Sacred , baniſhed all the vital 
and cfi{ential Characters of our peaceable and humble and moſt 
holy Faith , raiſed the moſt execrable Villanes on the ruines of 
One of the beſt and moſt Religious _ and made theſe King- 
doms the ſchene ot the moſt atrrocious Villanies, and moſt diſho- 
nourable monſtruous barbarirics that Hell could conſpire. And ic 
is morally impoſſible Men can ever be ſure of any better conſe- 
quence thenditorder and certain ruine from ſuch corrupt and dan- 
. gerouscaules , thoſe Viſtons and Phamaſtick creaturey of Sedition 
and Diſterpered Minds. | 
Great Sir, We hope that this(ure and laſting Wiſdom which 
comes from the Obſervation of former misfortunes , that th: Sa. 
cred ryes of our Religion and Reaſon with the love of our trueſt in- 
rereſt will for ever produce the juſt ani] peaccable cfieAs in the 
mindsand endeayours of all your loying. SubjeQs , and particular- 
ly of the Socictics of Learning and Education who by their profeſſi- 
ons and epportunities are the Searchers of Truth , and are {0 
cloſly knit to the publick ſafety , that in che time of inteſtine com- 
motions they periſh, or are overcomed with Ignorance and barbari- 
ties, and who- therefore are guilty of ag inexcuſable negleCft and in- 
ratitude, it they. flight or abuſe the Advantages they have of 
nowing and propagatin g the reaſonable principles of Love and O- 
bedience ro your Majeſtics ſacred perſon and Authority. 
The fundamental Rights of Government and Supremacy are fo 
ſironge and plain in Reaſon, and Divine Revelation, that they need 
not the weak and indecent afliſtance of Flattery, co lupport or mag- 


nifie them; They ate allo ſo Equable and Conſtant, and hold (o- 
Ws 
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unexchangcable under all lawful eo ag never altering with 
Times and Circumſtances , and wich all are of ſo great and gene- 
ral importance , that it can-never be unreaſonable , and fo often 
neceſlary for honeſt Men to Declare and Aﬀert them, and there 
may beas much indutyful malignity in aff:Fed and diſintended 
ſilence, as in malicious Grievances and Clamour. 

Sir, For theſe and the like conſiderations, it appearsto us, your 
Majcſties Servants,in this your Ancient and Honourable Univerſi- 
ty, a neceſlary partof our duty, humbly tobeg your Mijeſtics par- 

on, and allowance, that we publiſh and Declare to the World, 
theſe clear diſtin and certain Verities, which exa& and deliberate 
Examination has fixed in our minds , conceraing the Natural and 
perpetual Foundations of Society, Government , and Subje&ion, 
& we reduce them ſhortly to thele plain Propofals & Obſervations 

Firft, Asthe Being, Nature, and whole Perfe&tion of Mankind, 
arc from GOD the Infinicely Perte&t Being, and the Supream Au- 
thor of all chings; fo there are ſome certain and fixed Methods 
and Mcans by which He will have theſe preſerved , and which He 
has given us ſufficient light todiſcover , and therefore whatſocyer 
means are thus found to be abſolutely requiſire , tor the Being and 
prelervation of Mankind, are for that reaſon of Divine Right, and 
Original, and are the Ordinance of GOD. 

Secondly , Of ſuch means it is evident that Society, and conſe: 

vently Goyernment, are the chicfeſt, for beſides rhat, the natural 
Order in which GOD has deſigned the preſervation of Mankind, 
is by the Poſtericy and Succeſſion of one Generation' to another, 
which it is hard to conceive poſſible, without Society the infirmi- 
tics of Humane Nature, and the neceſfiries of our Life, areſuch,thar 
there arc many things without which we cannot live;' Which, ne. 
vertheleſs, no Man that is alone and ſeparate from all orhers , can 
procure to himſelf. And as the Author of our Being, hath-made 
this Society (o neceſlar for preſerving us, He has alſo-in ſeveral re- 
ſpas fitted us for it, by implanting in our Naturea ſtrong inclina- 
tion to prelerye our {elyes; and in our Poſteriry an earneſt deſire of 
Knowledge and Information, ( not to ſpeak of the apperire of fome) 
and which is moſt remarkable by affording us theſe Organs and 
Inſtruments of ſpeech 8& Converſation, from all which pur together, 
it is that the generality of Philoſophers , and Wryrters concerning 
Goycrnment in all Ages, having called Man a Sociable __ --" 

traly, 
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— Thirdly, And. as Mankind canne fubſiſt without Society, fo 
neither can Society without Government, this is nor only true in 
the marter of fa, and certain experience of all the World ; bur 
who cycr confiders humane nature, will neceſlarly ſee that it moſt = 
be ſo. And that as man is partly fir, he is alſo partly unfit for 
Society, it cycry one were left to his own Liberty and Govern» 
ment ; .the furious vehemency of contrare paſſions, the ingelible 
loye and cltcem of our ſelvesabove others : the unbanded defires 
of many towards the ſame things, the weakneſs and puſilaminity 
of ſome compared with the ſtrength and abiliry of others ; ſhould 
produce nothing berrer then unavoidable violence,rapine,fear,mur- 
der, and diffolation : The y As wy ng ion of which 
ſtare illuminares vs fully to dd the ablojute neceſſity & un- 
ſpeakable uſctulnels of a power and authoriry, Superiour rocv 
man and ceyery fa&tion of men, in the Society which may conſti- 
tare and =o} the every Mans Ri Circumſcride the Licentious 
te Iojresand Imaſins of Sronger, pony the Trane 
the Injuries and Invaſtons , puniſh t 

theſe Bands ſer on them. And in a word, may deliberate and 
- Ki ug ever may Contribute to the and ſecurity of the 
whole Socicty, and of the whole parts of it , and itis the Power 
we call Government or Soveraignity. 

Fowrthly, As any Society ſhould quickly be deſtroyed, if every 
man in it were his own ablolute Goyernour, the ſame Reaſons de- 
mon pry ne in one and the ſame Society, there cannot be a Plu- 
rality of diftin& and Co-ordinate Governments for the ends above 
mentioned. For theſe ſhould be as abſurdliclyable ro the fame 
inconyeniencies, if not more and greater and as unprafticable 
as the ſingle Governments of every Man by himſelf: and tho in c- 
yery well ordered Sociery, their may and muſt be forthe conveni- 
encies both ot the Soyeraign and the SubjeCt ſome Inferiour tub- 
ordinate Powers, yer .all theſe (that there be nora confuſed and 
endleſs Series of Subordination ) tnoſt originally derive their tc- 
ing and duration from one that is Supream, and ſceing there can 
be no Society preſerved, unleſfgevery man have his own will in 1 
and pleaſure abſolutely ſubjefed ro be Governed and Regulate 
.by the Supreme and Soveraign, in all things which concern him, 
"25 a Member of that civil Corporation, then whoever goes about 


to plead Immunity from this Univerſal and Abſolute A 
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Joes upon the. matter pleaſe the Society to be diſſolved, 2M ſo 
mankind to be deſtroyed, and conſequently he is to be conſidered 


- as an:cnemy to Menkind, fromall which it follows by the clears _ 
eft light of Reaſon, that the Government and Soveraignity of e- ' 


very tormed State, and ciyil Socicry, 1s in its uature One indivifible 
Supreme and Abſolute. _ | : . 
Fifthly, There is nothing ſerves more t5 free us of the prejudices 
that ariſe in the Ignorant, or Inadyertent from the ſound of theſe 
Words, then diſtinly to refleft and conſider, that this Suprema- 


cie of which we ſpeak ; has beenand is aQtually in all conſtituted 


Societies whatſoeyer: The diſtinftions of Monarchical and Po- 
pular Authority, arenot from the Nature of the Power it {elf,bur 
from the divetſities of the form, Subje& or adminiſtration of it. 
'The bigot Re-publicans cannot deny , but that the Plurality of Go- 
vernours , or the Major part otthem , in the Ancient Athenian, or 
ſuch other popular Eſtates, were all as \upream , Abſolute and in- 
controllable, as the Perſian, Aſſyrian, or mhatloeyer other Monars 
chic in the World; and every ſingle 4thenianas Abſolutly ſubjeR as 
. any ſingle Perſon or other Afiatick. . So that the Liberty of the 
Subjc&, is a meer empty name to amuſe and detuderhe Turbu- 
lent and Unthinking Rable : and they needed no leſs then the 
higheſt' Airie floutiſhes of the Roman or Grecian Rhetorick (which 
was ordinarly imployed in managing themſelves in every thin 
above all the World } to ſer of ſo manifeſt a contradiftion, an 

whoever ſcriouſly conſiders the ſubſtantial grounds of all the un- 
happy contentionsthat haye been in the World about Govern- 

ment, ſball find that roo many among them who know what chey 

ſay, the queſtion is nor it there is, or moſt be a Supreme and ab- 

ſolute Authority in every State, and civil Society; for that as it is 

neceſſary and unavoidable, ſo it is highly convenient, but in whoſe 

bands the Supremacie is { whic is a thing the Seditiousever La, 
bour ro perplex and obſcure) or with whom it may be left intruſted 
whither with one; or with a multicude, or Pluralicy, which are 

the differences of Form, we arc in the natural Order to compare 
and examine in this place, it is fit to obſerve, that not only is the 

Supreme Power ( as hath been ſaid in it's own nature, One and 
Indivifible, but in all States and civil Socierics, it is lodge:l in one 

Perſon, either ina Natural or Moral ſenſe: For even in the more 
- Popular parts, theſe many who are ſaid tohaye a ſhare in the Go- 
I | yernment 
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yernment, have this power properly Lodged in them ( according 
to the principles of che highſt Re-publicans ) no otherwayes then as 
they are Morally,Civilly, or Virtually one, that is,as they aggree 
in one-Mind, Will, or Determination. And therefore when we 
ſpeak of Government in the general, they as well as Monarchs, they 
may be called by oneſingle Name the Soveraign. 

Sixthly, We do the more fully comprehend the Nature of the 
Supreme. Power. and Soycraignity, by taking a diſtin& view of 
ſome of the moſt Conſiderable and Eflential things that belong.to 
it, And firſt, whoever has the Supreme Authority, is the 4uthor 
and. Fountain of all Civil'Lawand Juſtice : i-or to have the truſt 
and care of preſerving the Unity and Peace and Societyot the whole 
and every part of the Society neceſlarly includes a Power of de- 
libcrating, and: judging what is fitteſt for thele ends, of preſcribing 
thele-Reules, Meaſures, and direQions, by which the Sub jets (whole 
Willsast® theſe thingsthat concern the Society, arc {ubmitted to 
the Supreme ) arc intheir {everal Capacities to Regulat their AQi- 
ons,as alſo of fortefying theſe Laws againlt all contempt and diſobe- 
dience, and of puniſhing the Tranſgreſors, - ſeeing the moſt per-. 
fe&-Laws- without being armed: with the'Coghive Strength and 
Authority ſhould: be Naked, Ridiconlous, 'and Inefteftual :; And 
who: ver 15 the Supreme giver of che Laws, is tor the ſame Reaſons 
Veſted with a Power to Interpret, Corre& and changethem as ne- 
ceſltic requires;Scrit.Riged, and Literal Laws, is the Seyereſt and 
Bloodielt Maſter in the World : And therefore ir belongs to the 
Supreme Power. ( in which is che Paternal care of the Subje& ) to, 
Interpret and Mitigate the (ſeverity of the Law, or ſuſpend irs Exe- 
cution, as mayv belt agree with the end of the publick ſafery, and 
the wholſome intention of all Laws whatſoever: The perpetual mul- 
titude of new Afions, and qualitics of Actions, which cannor be 
foreſeen: is fovaſt, that no Laws can be made ſogeneral, and cx+ 
tenſive as expreſly to comprehend them, and theretore it belongsto 
the Univerſal truſt & care of theSupreme Power;there immediatly, 
or by inferior deputed Judges and Miniſtrators, not only ro declare 
theſe Aﬀtions about which the Laws were dircAHly intended, bur al- 
ſo to apply the general and material Juſtice of the Laws , tothe va- 
rieties of Agions and Emergencies, which they cannot explicitly 
comprehend, the condition of Humane Afairs, the Tempers and 
Inclinations of the People, the means of advancing the moſt ge- 
neral calc and conyenicnces of the /—_— and the Subje& 

care 
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care remarkably Various &Murable;not only in different Nations 
and Societies, bur at different times in one and the ſame; There- 
fore the wileſt and celebrated Law Givers have acknowledged that 
their Laws were not the belt chey cc uld have framed, bur only the 
beſt the condition of their People could bear at the time of their 
making; and were therefore, wich the alteration of their condi- 
tion and circumſtances to be Re&tified or Improven : Yea, eyen 
theſe Laws which the Sacred Hiſtory tells us,were conveyed by Moſes 
from GOD himſelf to the Fewiſh Nation, cannot be ſaid to be the 
moſt compleat and petfe& DireCtions that could be giveato Man- 
kind : otherways all the World, ar leaſt ſuch as heard of them, 
ſhould indiſp:nſably be oblidged ro their Obſervation, but their 
perfe&ion conſiſted in their being Proportionated and adopted to 
the Capacity, Temper, and Circumſtances of that Rude,lgnorant, 
Supperititious, Ulnthanktul and Senfual People, tor whoie Benefir 
they were given. A2nd when the Obſeryation of theſe Laws and Ce- 
remonies were deſigned, to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh from the Luxu- 
rious and corrupted Nations. And {o for the alteration of Times and 
Circumſtances, and the Diminmion of the Hazards againſt which 
they were intended : Scme of the moſt Conſiderable of them, 
. were innocently diſpenſcd with, and iscontinued: and ar laft, the 
whole or Generality abrogated and louled their Obligation from 
all which it is eyident, that generally ſpeaking-an immutable Hu- 
mane Law.,is an abſurdity or contradition, and when eyer former 
Laws and Conſtitutions appear to the Supreme Power, (who is the 
only Judge in ſuch Caſes) to fail of their Subſerviencieto the mote 
eneral Happineſs and Conveniencics of the Society; the Soveraign 
as not only unqueſtionable Right, but is found by the nature of 
ſupream Power and Truſt , which is from the Gracious and 
the bountiful Governour of the World, to Alter, Corrc&,or Ab- 
rogate them as may be moſt expedient. 24ty. The Soycraign to 
whom belongsrhe Care, nor only of the Internal Order and Hap- 
pineſs of the Society, but alſo of the ſecuring of it from External 
Violence, and preſerving its Ballance and- Proportion with the 
Neighbouring States and Societies, has the undoubted power of 
making War and Peace; and conſequently of che raiſing and diſ- 
ſing of Forces, making Confederacics, ſending Ambaſladours, 
mou Correſpondences, and preſcribing the neceſſar Expences, 
affoorded by the Subjetts, for theſe and other Neceflities of che 
Goycrnment; and for the {uppotting the Strength, a ” u 
, ntere 


Rn 


(11) : 
Intereft of the Nation. 34. And ir belongs to the Soveraign on: 
ly, C in whom is the Supremacie ar.d Original JurisdiQtion , and 
whoſe it is to Judge of the Qulifications and Firncls of fuch as may 
be imployed in any interiour Adminiſtration) to Errect and Re- 
gulate the Freedoms and Priviledges of all interiour Corporations, 
ro Conſticure Magiſtrates,to Appoint and Nominare all publick Mi- 
niſters, Officers of State, Judges, Counſelluurs, and in a word, 
all that ſerve in any Publick Civil Truſt, & —_ whatſoever. 
Seventhly, T hele are the Foundamental and Viral Prerogatives of 
Government and Supremacy, to which all the other Particulars by 
Conſequence and en A. are calily Reduceable: And now 
from what has been faid in the General concern of Government, 
the inference is Natural and Obvious, that whoſoever 
murmurs againſt the Bzing or Exerciſe oft the Supream Au- 
thority,who abſurdly pretendsto limit it,for ſomeſeeming preſent 
advantage endeavour to incroach upon the Prerogative of the right- 
ful Sovecaign,is guilty not only of the greateſt wickedneſs,by con- 
temning the Power, and reſiſting the Ordinance of God, but alſo of 
the greateſt Folly, by doing what in him lyes, to ſubvert the Foun- 
dations of all Peace and Tranquillity, and to ſhake and unſertle 
that ſureſt Rock on which his own,and his poſteruies perpetual (ecuri- 
ty and bappinels is builr. y 
Eightly, As to the different Forms of Government,it may be ob- 
ſerved: firſt, that ſeeing no man denyes, but that it is poſſible in 
any Socicty, to have it lufficiently known,and publickly acknow- 
ledged.what is their form of Government, or in whoſe hands che 
Soveraignity is Lodged , it is certain that thar Society, 1s in fo far 
the happieſt of all others in which this is moſt Diſtintly and Uni- 
verfally known. 2dly. When we are inquiring into the beſt form 
of Government, is not to be expected that any one can be found 
which is abſolutly perfc&, for in this our frameand imperle Stare 
it is impoſſible to find any humane Adminiſtration.thar is attended 
with no inconvenicncic or imperfeCtion, but by the moſt perfe&t 
Government in this State of thit gs, we are to underſtand that 
which is lyable to the feweſt inconveniencies, and from which the 
moſt advantage and the more (olid, and permanent can be juſtly 
expected to the Society. 
Ninthly, And ſo,tho we are not raſhly or dogmaticaly,to condemn 


ehc ancicnt and eſtablithed A ns of any Natioa Ly which 
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it has enjoydd its ſecurity, yet we cannot-be ſo blind, as not to un: 
derſtand that of all the ſeycral forms of Goyernment which the 
witt or {ubtilicy of man cqn imagine the Monarchical,that is, where 
the Soveraigaty is lodged in one ſingle perſcn, inthe natural ſenſe 
is evidently lyable to the feweſt and{mallcſt inconveniencies.and is 
moſt exa@ly proportionared for the attaining and preſerving the 
Peace and Security, and all rhe other ends of Socicty and Govern- 
ment, when we conſider ; firſt, that ir is the moſt nacural Bring, 
the Modal and Draught of the Paternal or Patriarchicall Power, 
from which it has its Original, In the conſt'rured Order of the 
World , Men arc not dropt down trom the clouds, but. Born and 
Educated in ſome Family, and Society, which thing is enough to 
deſtroy the yain preſence of the natural Liberty, and equality of 
all men, trom the ſubje&ion of the Children to their Parents, 
from whom they have their Being. & by whom they are Prelery- 
ed and Educatcd,is fo clear by the hght of Nature,and has been ſo uni- 
verlally acknowledged by all Nacions and People ; that it were 
but a loſs of time to prove it in the pariiculars And it being 
. alſo certain from the moſt Ancient Authors that all the Primiti\ e 


- Governours were Paterral and Monarchical, Kingdoms then being 


. rfothing elſe but larger, and more extended Families has given oc- 
caſion tothe later Authors to obſerve , that all Governments by pl#- 
rality, as they arc in themſelves unnatural,fo they appear trom the 
Hiſtorie to have had their Beginning from lome odd and mutable 
. change, or from moſt unjuſt #ſ#rpation and violence, But then,2d1y, not 
'to inſiſt in reſembling Monarcby to the Supreame Providence and Go- 
-yernmentot the World , or inilluſtrating the Argument of moſt 
part of all Divines,to prove the wnity of theDeitie from Its Being,uncon- 
ceiveable,how there can be two or moe {upream Governours of all 
 things;there ſeems to be in all pluralities of Humane Governours a fatal 
neceſſity and perpetual natural occaſion of Faftion and Diviſion, 
thingsdire&ly oppoſte to all the good Deſignsof Laws, Govern- 
ment and Society , it being next too impothble, bur rhat among 
meny equal ſharers of Authority , there will be always ſome who 
arc acted by partial Intereſt, ſome by Ambition , and the Emola- 
tion of their Riyals , tome by a vanicy of ſhewing their Parts, 
ſome by an uncaſte pride and fingularity, and tho there were no 
thing elſe,che diverſity of Opinions which is unavoidable,is able ro 
produce Jcaloulies, Envy, and Animciries; and thele are able to 
weaken, embroy], or diſturb any Society. 3dly, Ina plurality any 
one 
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one that is dilaffeQed to a Deſign, it he have lenſe or a little. popu 
larity , can create more difficulties and delayes then many are able 
to anlwer or overccoume;&rhe juſt opportnnityof doing publick affairs 
arcotten.lo't by their contentions & tedious conſultations, and even 
whenthey come to a concluſion , it happens frequently that ( as 
ſome ofthe Ancients were wontto rail the Athenian Councils , rho 
wile men conlulr and deliberat, fools and mad men determine. 
4bly, Ina mulcicude of Governours the publick is negleted tre- 
quently , whiles any fingle man thinks himlelt bur licrle concern- 
ed, and thac he will be blamcd for the Errors of the Government, 
and theſe who are more aCtive,and have been eſteemed the wilſeſt 
men.in.ſuch Governments , have alwayes enceavoured to gain 
Reputation to their Councils, by being ſupporred by the popular 
favour: And by what mean and unworthy Arts that is procured 
and when attainted , how lightand inconſtant ir is all the World 
knows. .51y, Secrecie which is a thing undou'redly requiſite , for 
the ſafety:and expedition of publick Councils, is very rare,and al- 
moſt impoſſible in a Phurality. Gly, A Monarchical Government , be 
caule it is free of theſe, and the like heavy inconveniencies , be- 
caulc it.is cafierto find a good and witeman, then many , becayſe 
the Vulgar which is always the greateſt part of any multitude or 
plurality , is.ever ignorant, raſh, and untraftable, and becaule of the 
manifold advantages of this Government » it has been always 
thought in all Ages and Nations, abſolutely necefſar in Armies; 
and the ſame reaſons holdas nacuraly, and clearly in Civil Societies. 
And therefore it is no wonder that Mmnarchs have been more ſolid, 
and permanent;and of tar longer duration then Popular Governments, 
and their Subjets. more univerſally. pleaſed under the exerciſc of 
their Authority. ; 
Tentbly, Thar thoſe inconveniencies of Government by plurality 
are not airly ſpeculations will be clear to any who leriouſly con- 
ſidersthe milcrable face of that Repwblick,, which by the Admirers 
of Popular Government was ſet up 3s the greateſt beloved Idol, for 
when we (ce that after the moſt unjuſt expulſion of the Roman Kings, 
the Conſals uſurped their Authority,and carried it higher than cver 
they did, that the Tribwnies theſe Incendiaries of the Rable, when they 
had got their Being, and a little footing,managed a continual de- 
ſign , ſparing no Artifice or violenceto diminiſh the conſular Autho- 
rity, as being to Arbitrary and Thrannicalz and to get it I 
ands 
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hands(in which they became by deſires mote and more ſuccesful ) 
on prerence of giving it to the People, that —_—— more {eem« 
iugly Popular form of Government, never were their greater roar- 
ings and complaints ot Oppreſſion, in any ſtate of the World, char 
theconſtant Lilcentions betwixt the Nobility and the People pro- 
duced perp2tual Tumults, where the Streets were filled with the 
Blood and Gore of their C itizens. andall places with the ſad Ca- 
lamities of Civil War and Confuſion. And when we conſider that 
inall their greateſt hazards and difficulties, they were tound to run 
torhe ec of a Monarchical Diftator; And that ( as all their 
Authors Confeſles ) they had been at laſt utterly deſtroyed and 
{unk under thcir civil Calamiries,if they had not again fallen under 
a laiting M-narchical Government : Theſe are {ufficient demonſtrati- 
ons, when People Sacrilegiouſly encroach on the Right of cheir 
law{ul Superiours, It is hard for them ever to fix on wy thing of 
ſolid duration, that thc famous Rowan Libertie, was properly but an 
Impunity for cutting one anothers Throats , that Faftion and 
Diſorder,which all the wiſdom & ſtrengrh of that people could not 
prong , all the natural effe&s of ſuch Governments; and that the 

appinels of a State conſiſts, not in the Greatnels and Extent of its 

Bounds and Empire, but 1n its Internal order and Tranquil ity. 
Elevembly, As to the great publick inconyenienciesof a Monarchs 
turning a Tyrant. It is obſervable, Firſt, That the marks of a 
Tyrant are fo variouſly and dubiouſly given by the enemies of 
Monarchy, that it is very haid for the moſt Ingenious, much 
more for the Vulgar to determine, where any Governour deſerves 
this odious Charafter. 24h, If every man would induſtriouſly 
imploy himſelt in the proper buſineſs of his own calling and capa- 
City , there wou'd be little time and leſs occafton , for thele unpro- 
firable Inquiries inrothe Councils and ACtions of Princes z which of 
neceſſity , muſt be kept morc clols and myſterious then thele of 
private men: And yct weſcehow lyable theſe are to be often and 
reatly miſrepreſented, Jdly, Thothere is no ſhadow of true rea- 
| ng to imagin? ihar Monarchs are accomprable to their SubjeEts 
tor their Adminiflration , which is an Errour no Icfs abſurd ( an 
accomptable Monarch , bcing an irferior Supreme, ) then it 1s perni- 
cious both in Government and Religion; Yet Princes cannot but 
remembcr , that as Sub jets are accountable ro thiur Soveraſgn, 
and Supcrivr: So Menatchs are to theirs, the Great GOD __ 
O- 
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Sovernour of the World, by whom Kings reignzand againſt whom 
only they fin, 4, We cannot fancy very few Monarchs ſo yoid 
of common ſenſe, as not to underſtand that their Honour and 
lafty docs depend on the happineſs and proſpericy of their Subjz&s, 
lo it is next too impoſſible that they can delign their general hurt 
and oppreſſion. 51y, When ſome Seyerities actually happen which 
are generally lookt upon as exceſſes of Government , they are 
never {o heavy in Nature , nor ſo Univerſal in their Extent and 
Duration , as the dreadful Calamitics of Civil War, which is the 
common cauſe of the trailtie and mortality of Empires; and which is 
thus always ſo unluckieas to produce the lame , and more, and 
reater Evilsthen are pretended to be feared or ſuffered from the 
wful Superior ; and whoever by his fears, diſcontents, and gric- 
vances , will needs diſturb the Government or would circum(ſcribe 
ic muſt aſurdly ſuſpe&t himſelf to a power which he muſt acknow- 
ledge, to be greater, otherways he cannot dream how he can ſet 
Limits ro the former. Bur laſtly, which is a ſufficient anſwer, 
when it is asked what if a Monatch abuſe the Power, negle the 
dictates, or Laws of his Kingdom we ask the enemies of Monar- 
chic, what if in their forms of Government , the Major part or 
Reſpreſentatives and Truſtics of the People do the ſame? If they lay, 
that theſe can be reliſted or judged by the reſt, then it ſcems very 
evident, that there can be no Government ar all, or at leaſt none 
that can be promiled to be of a weeks continuance, if theſe cannot 
be juſtly oppoſed or reſiſted, then ir is clear that the difficultic pro- 
poled , is at leaſt equal in all forms of Government, bur that it is 
reater onthe Re-publicans (1de,we are able to bring from impartial 
Flitory, many more example of Popular Governments, generaly 
vitiated,or in which avaritious,irreligious,and licentious Men,have 
had the whole (wey, then can be produced of wicked Monarchs : 
And this one matter of Fatt being true, is enough to deſtroy all 
the empty Objections of the Enemies of Monarchic; as to that caſe 
of the Alteration of Civil Laws, beſides that theſe have no force, 
nor obligation, but what they intireiy derive from the Soveraign- 
And weare by all the Rules of Diſcretion and Charity,to ſuppole 
that when ever there happens any change in any of them , it is in- 
tended for the better, and for the mote general convenience , of 
which the Soveraign always is Judge , who ever thinks the perpe- 
taity of Laws an adyantageto a State or Society , moſt have the 


lels eſteem of Popular Government, when afcer CO ” 
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ſhall find that never was there a greater number of partial and ridi- 
culous conſtitutions, never more frequent abrogations, vicitirudes, 
and changes of Laws, then in the noman, Atheman, and ſuch other 
Republicks, which has given occaſion to that rematik of ſome La- 
wycrs : That any conſ1derable alteration in the Civil Lawscannor 
beexpeaed in Monarchics, in lels then che Reyolarion ot 37 years, 
generally ſpeaking, bur in the Popular Governments, with every 
Callends ot Fanwary. : 

Twelfthly, From what has been ſaid in the general concerning 
Monarchy it. is cafic to obſerve, that theſe Monarchies are moit 
perfe&t which are Hereditary, Being in their Nature, of the moſt 
cquable Stability , tor ſeeing every Succeflor in; ſuch. a Series, bas 
a full rightto the inrire Soveraignity : This Right can never pre- 
ſcribe or be diminiſh:d. And tho the Wiſdom of the moſt -Ablo4, 
lute Monarchics, is inall Ages, thought to uſe ſeveral Methods 
and Forms of Conlulting their SubjeQs in the great and weighty 
Affairs of the Governmcnrt, yet no Conceſſion wharſoeyer to ſub- 
je&s,no cuſtom be i: never ſo long of imploying them,or any num*- 
ber of them,fot private or more ſolemn Counlels,or in adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice, can Allienat any part,or making any ſhares of the 
Supreme Authority, the Society may alſo Realonably expett the 

reateſt care and fincereſt love from Hereditary Princes, who con- 

dering the Government and Society, as their Propeity and Inhe- 
ritance will watch over it, with the more dilligent and circumſpe&t 
exactneſs, that they may tranſmit it inthe more ſecure and flou- 
riſhing condition to their poſterity. . 

Thriteenthly, And now in the laſt place, what is the fixed and c- 

ſtabliſhed Government of this ancient Kingdom, we cannot ex- 
lain or afſert in words more clear and comprehenſive then theſe, 
n which at ſeveral rimes and different occaſions, the Subje&ts of 
this Realm have ſolemnly ſworn, cither inviolable fiiclity and 
allegiance,and in which the Repreſematives of the Body of this Na- 
rion, in their moſt ſolemn and lawtul Convocations, have openly 
declared to the World the unqueſtionable Rights of this Monorchical 
Government ; in theſe it is ſolemnly owned and acknowledged, (tor 
Snabj &s give no Prerogative but afſert them ) in ſevcral publick 
Oaths and Declarations, that the Kings Majeſty isthe alone Sv. 
preme CGovernour of this Kingdom, and above all Perfons in ic 
whatlomeyer ; that he 15a free Prince of a Soycraign Power, hay- 
| ing. 
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ings great Liberties and, Preroparives as any other King,Prin:e,, 
or Potentate-whatſomeycr; that his Majzlty is a Sovcraigg Mo- 
narch, Abfoluce Prince, Judge and Govern-ur over all Perſons, 
Eſtaresand*Caufes, in rhisRealm : That the Kings ſacred Maj.ity 
and his Heirs,and Succeflors, for eycr,hold theRoyal Power trom 
God" Almighty overthis Kingdom. And that chere are great Ot 1t- 
gations from the Laws ot'GOD, the Laws of Nations, the Munici- 
pal Laws.of the Land, and Oath of Allegiance to maintain and de- 
fend. the Soveraign Power and Authoritic of tlie Kings Majeſty ,. and 
tharſad conſequences do accompany any incroachments upon or 
d{minirions thereofjrhey acknowledge the great happineſs that chis 
Kingdomtath tor many Ages enjoyed under the Princely Govern- 
ment cftheirRoyal Kings, who by the ſpecial bleſſing of Almighty 
God have reigned over them, in ſolong and unparalclled a Se- 
ries of Royal Diſcents, and the Obligations thereby lyingo:: them 
itr Conftience , Honour and Gratitude ,, toown and atlert the Rey- 
al Hare of the Imperial Crown of this Kingdom , which the 
Kings Majeſty* holds from God Almighty alone; and to vindicatc 
the {ame from. all lnyaſions made upon it, that ail Government 
and Juriſdition within his Majeſties Ancient Kingdom , docs Oti- 
ginally recide in his Sacred Majeſtys Lawful Heirs & Succeſſors, and 
being impoſſible to invent any turer way of knowing the Govern» 
menr'of yore agg e'reimpartially conſiderstcheſe with many 
ſuch other Detlarations, whercof, ſome have been made when any 
doubrarofeconc:rning any particular of the Royal Prer-\gatives; 
and ſome after a ſad experience of the faral conſequences of Sacrilz- 
gious Invafions upon them, , and-all to expreſs the publick. ſcnlc.of 
the Narion', concerningthe rights of their Sacred. Sovcraign: 
Who ever; raken. tice, that our Kings have eycr been the Fountain 
of Civil Juſtice, making Laws of Univerſal unqu:ſtioned Obliga- 
rion'on all the Subjects ; lomerimes by themſelves alonz, fom*- 
time by the Advice and conſent of their Barrons ;, ſometimes of their 
Ferlr, ſometimes of their Prelats ; an4 ſomerim's of their Kepre- 
ſentatives of the Generality of their Subjets, wirich have been af. 
tembled-by cheir Authority;and are in the{cLaws frequently catle( 
therr'gre:t'Council or Varliament. And in a Word , who cvcr 
conſtders che wholc threed of our free and unbay(cd Hiltory!, can- 
not butbe convinced, how clear. and ccrrain ir is- C if it be potlible 
for words clearly to cxprels _ thing } That this ancient Go- 
Ver- 
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vernment is properly Monarchical. And that in the Sacred Perſon 
of our King 1s lodged, the Supreme Power and Authority ; with all 
theſe inviolable Rights and Prerogatives, which belongs to the in- 
tire Soveraignity. be 

Fourtenthly, In Buchannan C who has been juſtly called a reproach, 
as well as any Ornament of our Country ,} we admire the empry 
Jooſnes of his reaſoning, no Jeſs chen we do the purity of his Latine, 
his frothie Dialogue, is an inſtance how farr Malice, Paſſion, an 
miſtaken intereſt , can lead men out of the common Rod of ſenſe 
and reaſon ; his CharaRters of a King, and of a Tyrant , are fo 
Chimerical and Imaginarie , and with all, ſonyce and poſhtive, 
thar according to hisdi{criptions, there were never King or Ty. 
rantinthe World. Burt in ſhort, if his intended paralel of a King 
and Phyſician,be in many things impertincnt, if it be inconſiſtant 
that his King be lomerimes the perteCteſt ching in the World, or o- 
therways to be reſiſted or expelled, and ſumetimes very imperfect, 
that he way get Laws to govern him , juſt as the Latine, and the 
Rapture tzkes the Author, it he is blindly in Love with the word 
Laws, without conſidering the thing who ſhall make them , if ir 
donoet follow that becauſe ſome Kings have been Ill men, therefore 
there ſhouldbe no King : Or it the ſame reaſon hold in the Popular 
Government , and if there have been at leaſt as many and great cor- 
ruptions in Popular Governments as in Monarchies which are things any 
can demonſtrate, who are not ſtrangers ro Reaſon and Hiſtory : 
Then all theſe Rhetorical Floriſhes which makes up this X#thors Book 
about Goyernmecnt , { which hath abuſed fome whoſe conſiderati- 
ons go not beyond the ſurfice of things , )do conclude nothing but 
that if he had beſtowed a little of that time which he ipent in ac- 
quiring of Language, on the ſtudy either of Law or Geometry , he 
mi chthave Learned to puriue this malicious deſign, a little more 
clotly , while as now he hath only made ir appear that he was cap- 
ableto writea Play, bnt not cither Law or Reaſon concerning 
Government. 

SIR, Thele Aﬀertionsand Obſervations are owned by the whole 
Budy of this Univerſity , ſince rhey ſeem tobe founded. on clear 
Methcdicai and Pcrmanent Reaſons. If they donut diſpleaſe your 
Majefty , we ſhall be carcfull ro inſert them. in eur moſt Solemn 


Records , ro remain asa pcrpetual Monument of the unalterable 
Principles of th1s Zooiets 
We 
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We do not offer to your Majeſty, without the ſpecial Approba- 
tion of the moſt Reverend Chancellor of this Univerlity, the great 
and happy Influence of whole Example and Council,on the Loyalty 
& Order of this Place, is ſutable to the geeatneſs of his Truſt & ln- 
tereſt in it: We ſhall rejoyce in our happineſs, if what we haye 
faid, can do any ſervice to Diſſipate the clouds of Ignorance or 
Prejudice ,that are on the minds of any who have not lealure or 
adyantages of long and Laborious Inquirics, into the Reaſonable 
Foundation of their Allegience, there being nothing dearer to us 
then the Fidelity and Aﬀec&ion we bear to the moſt Ancient and 
Royal Government of this Kingdom, and to your Majeſties ſacred Per- 
ſon, who is the breath of our Noſtirls,and who has been graciouſly 
plca{cd, to take the State of your Univerſities among the fuſt and 
principal Cunceris of Your Goyerament, and whe, we do not 
doubt,will continue, to confirm andenlarge with Your Empire the 
Learned Glory of Your Kingdoms. And we dare with the fin- 
cereſt boldneſs of our honeſt Hearts, aſſure Your Majeſty, thatthe 
juſt and never unfaſhionable Notions of our Duty, with the jntire 
[Truſt and Confidence, we repoſe in Your Majeſty, ſhall ever pre- 
ſerve uz from being diverted, or frighted from our Loye and Obec- 
dience,and ſhall excite from Your Miajeſty,and Kingdoms happineſs, 
the perpetual Prayers of, &c. 
{ : Signed þb 
' Arthur Arch-biſhop, Chanccllor Charles Kinnard 
* Alexander © keen Vice-ch ancellor John Menzies 


Richard Waddel Arch.deacon Alexander Skeen 
Tames Eorimer D. D. Pairick Megill All Regents. 
William Comery 
James Roſs 
Jobn Monro. 
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From the Arch- biſhops and Biſhops, to the King's molt 
Excellenc Majeſty. 


* May itpleaſe Your moſt Sacted Majeſty, 
W- proſtrate our ſelves to pay our moſt Devoute Thanks and Adoration ts 
'V the Soveraign Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, for pri ſerving Tour Sacred 
L ife and Perſon, ſo frequemtly expoſed to ths greatc hazards, and as often 
delinered, 


>, 
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delivered, , and you miraculonſly proſpered with Glory andVidory, in the De: | 
. fence of the' Rights and Honour of Tour Majeſties Auguſt Brother,and. of theſe 
Kingdoms ; and. that by. bis Merciful Goodneſs, the Ragings of the Sea, 
and madneſs of tenreaſonable Men, have been ſtilled and-ca'\med , Tour. Mz- 
j: (fy as the Darliag of Heaven, peaceably ſeated on 1be Thrones of T: vaer Royal 
Anceſtors, whoſe Long, . I'luttious, and Unpamvaltttl Line, i the greateſt 
glory of thit Tor Ancient Kingdom. | 

IWe pav our moſt humble gratitude to Tower Majeſty, for the Repeating Aſſu- 
rances of Rour Toyal ProteCllon to our National Church and Religion , as the 
I awt have Eſtablified them; Which are very ſuitable to the. Gracious Copn- 
tenance, Encouragement aid froteftion, Tour Majeſty. was pleaſed to afford to 
our Church and Order , whilſt we were bappy in Toxr preſence amongſt us. 

We Magnifie the Divine Mercy in bleſſing Tour Majeſty with a SON, and 
uw with a PRINCE, whom we pray Heaven may bleſs and preſerve to ſway 
Tour Royal Seepters after yoit; arid that be may Inberit with Tour Dominiong, 
the Illuftrious and HeroickVertues of bit Auguſt and moſt Serene parents. 

"We are amazed to bear of the Danger of an Invaſion from Holland,which 
excites our prayers for an univerſal repentance to all Orders of Men, that God 
may yet [pare bis people, preſirve. your Royal perſon, and prevent the Effuſion 
of Chriſtian Blook and to give ſuch ſucceſs to ford ncpergs Arms, that all 
who Invade your Majefties Juſt and Undoubie Rigbts,and Diſturb or inter- 
rupt the peace of your Realms , may be Diſappointed and clothed with ſhame, 
ſo that on your Royal Head the Crown may fill flouriſh. - 

As by the Grace of God we ſhall preſerve4in our ſelves a firm- and unſhaken 
Lojalty, ſo we (hall be careful and zealous to promote in all your Subjefis: 
an Intemerable and ftedfaſt Alligiance to your Majeſty, ar an Eſſemial Part of 
their Religion,and of the Glory of our Holy profeſſion; not doubting butthat God 
in bis great mercy,who hath ſo often preſerved and delivered your Majefty, 
will ftill preſerve and deliver Tou by giving Tou the Hearts of your Subjefts, 
and the Necks of your Enemies. So pray we,who in all Humilizy,are, 

May it pleaſe your moſt Sacred Majeſty, your Majefties moſt Humble, 
moſt Faithful, and moft Obedient Subjetts and Servants, 


Edinburgh. 
Nov. 3.1688, 
Signed by | 
Arch: St: And: Jo: Galloviden: ,"* Will: Moravien:- -Rox Dumblanen; 
Jo: Glaſgow, Jo: Dunkeldenz Ja: Rofſin: Arch S6derens 
_  Nexr:Edioburgen? Geo: Abredonens Ja: Bricherz Andi Occadenp , 


FINIS 


